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FROM ZARQA TO RHEINBACH AND BACK AGAIN

Friday 15 January 2021

25 years H-BRS, 10 years Graduate Institute. And we look back with a single
story that says so much about the people at this university.

From Zarga to Rheinbach and back again.
Adventures of a Jordanian female PhD student at H-BRS

by Barbara Hillen

When the young student Sawsan Jaafreh stood in the kitchen 20 years ago preparing poultry,
she had no idea that this activity would one day shape and inspire her academic career. She
smelled the raw meat to make sure that it was not spoiled. The heatin her Jordanian
homeland could be brutal and she had long since become accustomed to it putting an
abrupt end to the anticipation of a tasty dish. But this time the breast fillets seemed to be
perfect and soon sizzled in the pan.

Sawsan Jaafreh had just begun fulfilling her dream of studying chemistry at the state-run
Hashemite University in her Jordanian hometown of Zarga, just northeast of the capital
Amman. Little did anyone know that the foundation of Hashemite University in 1996 had
been preceded just one year before by the inauguration of H-BRS in faraway Germany.

] - . | N - S | [ . N N At - ! ' aAr .
Interested in reading more? Just click the button below and you will learn more about Sawsans
<

way [0 success.

https://www.h—-brs.de/en
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[[1#*  Jordan's new PM says political reform ‘a priority’

» Appointed by King Abdullah as compromise candidate, prime minister Marouf Bakhit includes a few fresh faces among
political veterans in his cabinet and promises less censorship, and ‘dialogue’ on election laws.

AMMAN // Jordan's new prime minister, Marouf Bakhit, and his 26-member cabinet were sworn in yesterday, vowing to
move ahead with political reforms amid growing public discontent.

Mr Bakhit was appointed by King Abdullah Il earlier this month after his predecessor, Samir Rifai, was sacked.
"We are going to continue with comprehensive reforms," Mr Bakhit said after his swearing-in ceremony.
He said the new election law will be "a priority" and be based "on political dialogue and in partnership with parliament”.

The firing of Mr Rifai, which came after weeks of street protest inspired by Tunisia and Egypt, was widely seen as a
political concession by King Abdullah who, for the first time since he assumed the throne 12 years ago, bowed to public
pressure,

WO O:

The government is the second under Mr Bakhit and was formed after a week of consultations with civic and opposition
groups, labour and business leaders. Mr Bakhit has said his government will ease censorship and curbs on political
activity and public freedoms.

The cabinet included some new faces, such as Taher Adwan, the editor-in-chief of Arab Al Yawm, Jordan's only
independent daily newspaper, who was appointed minister of state for media affairs and communications.

Taher Shakheir, a former head of Jordan's pharmacist association, was named minister of environment and Mazen
Saket, a former head of the Civil Service Bureau, was appointed minister of public sector development and minister of
political development.

Almost half of the cabinet included ministers who took part in previous governments, a detail that did not escape
Adnan Hayajneh, a professor of political sciencel=l8EEL EGTENNIESTT 5 public university based in Zarga.

"We need new faces,” Mr Hayajneh said. "Mr Bakhit is now our last chance for us to see reforms. We have been talking
them for years and we hardly saw any results."
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